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PENSACOLA BAY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Legislative Priorities 2011 State Legislative Session
The Pensacola Bay Area Chamber of Commerce has determined priorities for the 2011 Florida Legislative Session. This Legislative Agenda may be amended to include additional topics and requests as they are studies by our Legislative Committee.
Support Issues
1.  Northwest Florida United Recovery Plan has been created by several public and private organizations in the community to create a regional voice for environmental recovery and sustained economic development due to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill which occurred in April 2010.  This plan is intended to include seven counties in Northwest Florida, being Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Gulf, and Franklin in the development of an Economic Disaster Recovery Zone (EDRZ).
As a unifying document, the Northwest Florida United Recovery Plan has several specific components which are strongly advocated by the Pensacola Chamber and which comprise the most essential legislative requirements of several departments such as Economic Development, Tourism and Armed Services.

· Enhanced Incentives for Economic Development: this request is intended to broaden the State’s existing economic development incentives in the 7 county EDRZ by providing waivers and flexibility to programs such as the following:

· Qualified Target Industry program (QTI)

· Determination of the “average” private sector wage by county (in lieu of the State’s average wage) 
· Flexibility in program” definitions” to include all manufacturing (including back office and customer support operations)

· Providing expedited access to the State’s Quick Action Closing Fund 

· NW Florida STEM Coast: a funding request with an appropriation of $6.75 million to $9.8 million would flow through the University of West Florida and be restricted to high tech research and development activities. The governance will be managed by a NW Florida STEM Coast Council. Combined with the creation of more advanced degrees, this will insure growth to Florida’s knowledge-based economy and future technology transfer.

· State Grant Preference:  The Chamber has had a long standing advocacy for State grant programs to address infrastructure, economic development and transportation.  Defense Infrastructure and Reinvestment Grants are included in the line items for State grant preferences and will have a direct impact on our chamber.

· Tourism Branding and Marketing: Public perception must be addressed through a targeted marketing campaign.   There is concern being expressed that real or perceived “oil covered” beaches will threaten the upcoming tourist season.  
2.  Property Insurance Stabilization- Although we have not had a major hurricane in several years, Florida’s financial stability is vulnerable to the impacts of hurricanes.  A major hurricane can potentially affect the state’s long term financial health.  There is a dependence upon assessments by Citizens Insurance Company.  There will likely be a property insurance reform bill introduced this year.

3.   Support early childhood education learning policies and funding of quality early childhood education- Business organizations, including the US Chamber and ICW (Institute for Competitive Workforce) are advocating strong business involvement to ensure the support of high quality programs to serve young children, prior to entering the public school system.  Only 50% of Escambia County school children are considered “ready to learn” on their first day of school.

4.  Support increased and/or stable school district funding-  It is vital to produce a high performing workforce that is college and/or work ready to be successful in the 21st century.    

Endorsements:

· Escambia County transportation improvements (Interchange at Beulah Road and I-10)

· Pensacola State College- With growing enrollments, Pensacola State College will seek to maintain, insofar as possible, current funding levels and will seek additional PECO (Public Education Capital Outlay) funding to maintain its buildings.

· University of West Florida-.  UWF is also experiencing enrollment growth and funding is needed for major projects and programs including funding for PECO (Public Education Capital Outlay) construction projects.
· Institute for Human and Machine Cognition (legislative request will be provided).

· Florida Chamber of Commerce (Florida Business Agenda) will be provided.
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