[image: image1.jpg]PENSACOLA

Bay Area Chamber of Commerc







PENSACOLA BAY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE






POSITION STATEMENT
Issue:
Support Increased and/or stable school district funding

Background:
The State of Florida is required to provide funding for all public schools.  The funding formula consists of approximately $6,900 per full time student—which is made up of local funding, state funding and some federal funding.  Many question whether the funding formula is sufficient for the school districts to perform its obligations and whether the state is spending enough money on education.  
Funding levels vary among districts and there appears to be little correlation between spending levels and student achievement.  Currently, Florida’s annual per-student spending ($6,900) has ranked in #40 nationally as a state.  Nevertheless, adequate school funding (without the imposition of additional mandates such as the class size requirement) is vital to producing a high-performing workforce that is college and/or career ready and which will be successful in the 21st century.
Position:   
The Pensacola Bay Area Chamber of Commerce urges the support of the Northwest Florida Legislative Delegation to provide stable and/or increased school funding for the next fiscal year.
Adopted:   
By the Board of Directors on December 13, 2010
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