[image: image1.jpg]PENSACOLA

Bay Area Chamber of Commerc





PENSACOLA BAY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

POSITION STATEMENT
Issue:
Support early childhood education learning polices and funding of quality early childhood education. 
Background:
Early childhood education is an investment in workforce education and development. This is a critical component to developing a skilled, high-performing workforce. The foundation of skills required to be successful in school, work and life is built in the youngest years of life.  High quality childhood programs can have a significant short and long-term impact on children’s lifelong success and successful transition to our economy. Successful childhood programs are evident in a high school graduation rate and 
There is a business case to be made for early childhood education investment, particularly for reaching quality pre-k programs. Business organizations (including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the Institute for Competitive Workforce) have recommended supporting and directing high-quality programs to serve young children, which include state-funded pre-K programs which are delivered in our community.   This past year, the chamber sponsored a program from the “Early Childhood Initiative”. It was noted “half of high school students lack the written, spoken, thinking and problem-solving skills that employers seek”.  In Escambia County, 50% of the students who come to school on their first day are not ready to learn.    

The upcoming 2011 Legislative Session will be a challenge in the funding of School Readiness.  The legislature will need to provide funding that was previously used from federal stimulus money to fund local early childhood education programs.  According to the Early Childhood Initiative program, Florida “is the least funded in public education of any state”, despite a constitutional amendment which guarantees the availability of pre-k programs to four year olds.

Position:
The Northwest Florida Legislative Delegation is urged to adopt legislation to address funding for existing pre-K and early childhood programs and to address policies which ensure a successful transition from early childhood education to secondary education.  
Adopted:      
By the Board of Directors on December 13, 2010
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